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Africa RIfS-CORDEX Pre-workshop Webinar  

“The Ethics of Climate Information: inclusion, equity, accessibility and robustness” 

 June 11th, 2025, 14:00-15:30UTC. 
 

Preamble  

As climate change and its impacts intensify and accelerate, the demand for robust climate information is increasing 
and of critical importance among the most vulnerable sectors of society. Such information has the ethical imperative 
to be scientifically credible, aligned with and informed by context, and transparently assessed as “Robust” for 
adoption in any activity that carries consequential risk.  

For the decision maker(s) who is/are accountable for the consequences of actions, ‘robust’ refers to that climate 
information which assists in reducing their risk exposure when responding to projected impacts. However, the 
pathway from climate modeling to policy development and decision making, with associated consequenes, is shaped 
by assumptions and interpretations made by a web of actors. These actors each come with differing values and 
ethical frameworks and each carrying personal responsibilities and accountability.  

An individual value system determines how models are constructed, research is designed, uncertainty is identified 
and assessed, and the approach to analysis and communication. What is deemed actionable information, and most 
importantly how the information is (or is not) informed by application context will vary. Further, this influences the 
choices made in translating the climate information products into the contexts of policy, their use in decision 
making, and all the inherent nuances in these activities. 

Ethics and values are implicit, critically important, and largely unexamined in each activity, yet influence 
the resultant robustness and legitimacy of the final outcome.  

This webinar will help prepare for the September workshop by exploring the experiences of individual and 
institutional ethical issues inherent in climate information development. We will examine the roles and 
responsibilities of all actors (including modelers, analysts, communicators, policy development, decision makers, 
and donors).   

There is a societal imperative to act now in response to increasing climate pressures.  It is essential that we, as the 
workshop participants, comprehend our individual and collective ethical responsibilities to ensure the climate 
information is transparently assessed, trusted, understood, fit-for-purpose, contextualized, and accessible 
(pragmatically and intellectually), with all relevant limits and explanations.  

In preparation for the September workshop, we want to hear from you: What are your experiences of how values, 
perceptions, and barriers challenge the responsible adoption of climate information such that it adds value, builds 
epistemic trust, and enhances societal resilience to climate pressures? Your insights will help refine the key themes 
and foci for the WCRP - RIfS/CORDEX workshop on “Building Actionable Climate Information for Africa 
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Adaptation” and contribute to co-develop new strategic ways for Africa to convene the agenda and take ownership 
in supporting ethical, inclusive, and robust climate information systems. 

Your participation will be fully credited in any and all published outcomes that may emanate from this webinar. 

Breakout groups (BOGs): All groups are tasked to explore their perceptions and experience on the 
(adequacy/inadequacy) of personal, institutional, and collective responsibilities and accountability, and the role of 
conflicting perceptions and contextual literacy.  Breakout themes within which to focus this common question: 

1. Equity of opportunity, resources, collaboration, and convening the agenda. 
2. Power relations within and between regions (not only GS/GN) Information accessibility, transparency, 

and evidence-based authoritative guidance.  
3. Ensuring climate literacy: defined as building enough awareness between linked actors to ensure adequate 

mutual comprehension to enable productive engagement. 
4. Perceptions of what is robust information / necessity (or not) to begin from context. 

Agenda 

Time (UTC) Activity Facilitator 

14:00-14:10 Short introduction plenary session Chris Lennard 
Amira Mostafa 

14:10-14:25 

Presentation on a set of thematic sessions, illustrating what are 
the ethical challenges in each of the spaces below: 

• Modeling and data creation;  
• Decision-maker and social context;  
• Connecting context with data.  

Genito Maure 
Jemimah Maina 
Bruce Hewitson 

14:25-14:35 Q & A / Plenary discussion. Chris Lennard 
Amira Mostafa 

14:35-15:05 Breakout Groups (BOGs) TBC 

15:05-15:25 Plenary: Reporting back from BOGs Chris Lennard 
Amira Mostafa 

15:25-15:30 Wrapping up, “See you in September”. Bruce Hewitson 

 


